Dear 
I am writing to you today in support of protecting the ancient and undisturbed ecosystems within the Rainbow-Jordan Wilderness. 
First identified and proposed as a protected area in 2017 by the Valhalla Wilderness Society (VWS), the Rainbow-Jordan Wilderness represents one of the last undisturbed pockets of Inland Temperate Rainforest on the planet. It harbours intact ancient, biodiverse, and globally unique ecosystem types. These areas have been growing undisturbed without roads or clearcut logging for 2.5 million years. They are all we have left.
The Inland Temperate Rainforest, in which I live in Revelstoke and of which the Rainbow-Jordan Wilderness is the last truly intact and ancient extent in the area, is critically endangered and at risk of collapsing in the next 6 to 15 years if logging continues as usual.[footnoteRef:1] The loss of this ecosystem will not only jeopardize the future of many rare and endangered species, such as the endangered Mountain Caribou, but have lasting climate and societal impacts.  [1:  DellaSala et al, journal Land, 2021] 

Old growth Inland Temperate Rainforest forests like the Rainbow-Jordan Wilderness store moisture and lower temperature by as much as 15 degrees Celsius compared to urban areas.[footnoteRef:2] They clean the air, soak up water and recycle it, and help to prevent flooding, landslides and droughts. They are resistant to wildfire and more resilient after, especially compared to tree plantations. Old growth forests also sequester huge amounts of carbon in the large old trees as well as the forest understory and soil. For these reasons, old and primary forests areas are an important part of the fight against climate change, especially given our current situation of massive wildfires in BC. [2:  Peter Wohlleben, “The Power of Trees”, 2023] 

From a cultural perspective, areas of old growth Inland Temperate Rainforest are invaluable to the past, present and future inhabitants of this land. The Rainbow Jordan Wilderness exists within the traditional territory of the Sinixt, Syilx-Okanagan, Secwépemc, and Ktunaxa First Nations. These forests create endless potential not only for ecotourism, natural history education, and recreation, but also for cultivating physical, mental, emotional, and spiritual wellness for all residents and visitors to this area.
To preserve this irreplaceable national treasure and help reach the global and national targets of 30% protection by 2030, I am asking for a protected area designation for the Rainbow-Jordan Wilderness; one of the few remaining areas of ancient Inland Temperate Rainforest. 

Thank you for your attention to this urgent issue.


