Key Facts on the Rainbow-Jordan Wilderness
· The Rainbow-Jordan Wilderness is an undisturbed area of rare Inland Temperate Rainforest,  first identified and proposed as a protected area in 2017 by the Valhalla Wilderness Society.
· The area is home to monumental cedar trees over 3.5 meters in diameter, as well as a mosaic of important ecosystems including a previously undocumented wetland ecosystem type.
· Unique to central British Columbia, the Inland Temperate Rainforest is considered one of the world’s most imperilled temperate rainforests.
· Core areas of Inland Temperate Rainforest (buffered by 100-m from roads and developments) have declined by 95%.
· Collapse of core areas of Inland Temperate Rainforest is possible within 9 to 18 years.
· The Rainbow-Jordan Wilderness is one of only 4 known hotspots of Inland Temperate Rainforest remaining.
· Once logged this ecosystem cannot return.
· The area is home to a diversity of plant and animal species, including rare lichens and an abundance of mushroom species, many of which are still to be discovered.
· Scientists have recently discovered 13 species of lichens new to science in the Inland Rainforest, and they are studying about 40 more that are potentially new discoveries. Most of them come from endangered, ancient cedar-hemlock forests. These discoveries mean that BC’s inland rainforest has one of the richest tree-dwelling lichen floras in the world.
· BC’s Inland Rainforest is the only temperate rainforest in the world growing 400-600 kilometres from the ocean. It is the only rainforest in the world that derives a major portion of its moisture from snow. As a result, it is biologically unique, even though it shares many species of plants and animals with its coastal counterpart.
· The giant cedars and wetlands store large amounts of carbon providing climate mitigation benefits.
