
Ontario’s Waterfront Property Owners 
Citizen Science to Policy; 
 Fostering Stewardship  



FOCA’s Mission: 
To protect thriving and sustainable 

waterfronts across Ontario 



What does FOCA do? 



Participants indicated that having a lake/cottage association was important and beneficial to them 

and for the health and well being of the lake and larger lake community.  

 

A common theme observed throughout the interviews was that associations provide a (political) 

voice for lake residents 

 

In essence, lake/cottage associations have political capital, but this political capital is dependent on 

factors other than sheer existence.  

 

This contrasts to “reactive”/single issue associations. Such associations lack a sense of the big 

picture/lack of ownership for their lake.  
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FOCA’s Members 





Citizen Science & the 

Lake Partner Program 
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FOCA’s 

tools 

include: 

EVENTS 

RESOURCES 

NEWS 

UPDATES 
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2015 Lake Partner Program Report Card 

The 2015 Lake Partner 
Program Report Card 
examines the health of the 
lakes, sampled by volunteers, 
over the most recent five 
years (2010 to 2014), and is 
designed to serve as a 
resource for program 
participants, lake managers, 
and the general public across 
the province. 
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New edition: 



Citizen Science as a building block 

• With vast geographies, long time scales, an 
army of field staff is a useful resource   
 

• Communicating HOW their data is being 
used, and why it is relevant, is important  
 

• Examples: 

22 







BUILDING A GEOSPATIAL DATABASE 

FOR ASSESSING EFFECTS OF MULTIPLE 

STRESSORS ON INLAND LAKES 



1. OVERVIEW OF PROJECT RESULTS  

INTERPOLATIONS 

a) TP mapping in three time periods;  

b) ‘Hotspot’ areas and their change with time 

 

CATCHMENT DELINEATION 

a) Local lake catchment 

b) Upstream catchment 

c) Interlake catchment 

 

SUMMARY TABLES  OF CATCHMENT ATTRIBUTES 



1975 
 








