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Successful Programs Make A
Difference
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| Provide info on places where
", sometimes no one else Is looking

" g Identify & address local problemS

National Water Resource Project

www.volunteermonitoring.org



The AWW Approach

NOT
MEANINGFUL

DO-ABLE &
MEANINGFUL

www.alabamawaterwatch.org
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Volunteer Water Monitoring Across the US

351 stand-alone or parent programs
1675 affiliated programs

http:/ /www.volunteermonitoring.or rograms, 2015
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USA VOLUNTEER WATER MONITORING NE

ide for Growing Programs

unteer monitoring can be a tremendous asset to water
quality and quantity on and restoration
While volunteers contribute their efforts to th 3 . UECOWING AVERTS
science initiatives for “free,”
require a gre al of planr
Luckily, many resource
that can be shared among p
strong volunteer water monito

community acr 1e US and

A “Guide for Gr lunteer Monitoring Prog
developed to help direct program coordinators to many of 3
- Credit: Robert Korth and UW-Extension Lakes
these useful resources. The Guide is set up as a series of
ules (that ar

d alone or in con vidual programs.
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Quality Monitoring

National Water Resource Project
A Partmership of USDA NFA
& Land Grant Coleges and Universdie

Guide for Growing Extension Volunteer

Monitoring Programs
Volunteermonitoring.org/guide-for-growing-programs/

Factsheet Modules

Volunteer Water Quality Monitoring

Why Volunteer Water Quality Monitoring Makes Sense
Getting Started: Finding Resources in the Guide for Growing
CSREES Volunteer Monitoring Programs

a. Additional Resources; b. Matrix of Monitoring Activities
Designing Your Monitoring Strategy: Basic Questions and
Resources to Help Guide You

Training Volunteer Water Quality Monitors Effectively
Building Credibility: Quality Assurance and Quality Control for
Volunteer Monitoring Programs

Sharing Information Through Internet Exchanges

Volunteer Management and Support

Considerations for Planning Your Program’s Data Management
System

From the Trenches - Tips and Tools for Better Presentations
Fundraising for Volunteer Monitoring

Tools for Effective Outreach

Volunteer Monitoring of Bacteria in Surface Waters

Bacteria Monitoring in Surface Waters - Methods

Presenting Bacteria Data Effectively

Evaluating Your Volunteer Water Quality Monitoring Program

QS DA United States  National Institute
[ o—

Departmont of  of Food and

Agriculture Agrouture

Volunteer Water = USDA
Quality Monitori June 2003 [ =2

wz Fockonon Nongcl Factsheet IV —u
Ry Nov. 2010) o etate of Fooc anc Agiuimee

Designing Your Monitoring Strategy:
Basic Questions and Resources to Help Guide You
University of Rhode Island University of Wisconsin

Eizabatn Harron, Kris Stepenuck, Linds Green and Keiy Adoy

Getting Started in Volunteer Water Quality Monitoring?
This factsheet focuses on heiping new Program coordinators et their Programs up and runaing. Our
£08l IS 10 provide you with qUEsSTIOns to consider, steps to follow, examples of what's worked and direct
YOU 10 SOME Of the Many 1ESOUrces avallabie 1o AsSSt you In your MONtoring effons.

There are NUMEroUs POtential MONRONNG Program goals and MONRONNG aCtves avallabie 10 meet
those goats. 1t is essential to accurately dentify what you want your volunteer monitonng to accomplish
and how you want your data to be used before you consider specifically what and how you want to
mondtor. In fact, the first step in determining WHAT to monitor is deciding WHY you want to monitor.

‘Why Extension Volunteer Water Quality The program design process discussed i this
Monitoring Programs Got Started module INCIudes Several Dasic COMPOnents:
1 odefining the question(s) 1o answer (e g Is the
water safe for swimming?)
2 characterzing how the data will be used (eg
education of regulatory compiance), and

range Ropiios
0 8 recent inquiy of Extensionbased volunteer
e ey enst T 1O 5 \senttying the resources  availabie  for
Crodithe, Gota Set (address  SCCOMPASNINg your goals
nood for Gata), OMten Gue to 3 fack of watershed
‘montonng ty state or GIher AGEnCes. T
.
* To develp and educate youth (achookbased and
othar youtn
e To ceate consistency W methods, data

DaBNS. VOANLES! FOUDE, 30T ABENCIES.
* To a00ress publc Wilerest about why and how

* To foster community Ivolvement with water [T
OROurCRN

* To respond 10 @GNS N the shesfen industry
Cau00d by POOr Waer QualRy Condmions:

private wells.

This /s the South in & senes of factsheet modukes which
part of the National FacTation of Cooperalive
ety Fonaed

Hoos. Poase 500 f1p,//www Usawaterualty org/ vountear/ £ morm

Vb'luntéer ~V\‘/até'rh
Quality Monitoring

National Water Resource Project
A Patrecshp of USDA NIFA
& Land Grant Coleges &

nd Unverstes



Soup to Nuts

¢ Introductory factsheets (I-lll)

é Background, cheerleading, basics
é Start with the End in Mind (IV, VI, XVI)

¢ Why before what, QA/QC, evaluation
é The People in your program (V, Vi, XlI)

é Training, Vol mgt/support, fundraising
¢ Broadcasting your message (X, XIl)







Successful Citizen Science/Volunteer
Monitoring Programs are. ..

Well-organized

Sound scientific basis
Respectful of their volunteers
Strong organizational support




A Sound Scientific Basis means ...

Clear monitoring goals and questions
Written study design

Clear documentation of instructions
for all monitoring activities

v'Based on established methods!

Monitoring scope and complexity
appropriate to group’s capabilities







WATERSHED

==  URI Watershed Watch

G <>

~ | Long term volunteer water quality monitoring

é Began in 1988 with 14 lakes in 1 watershed, May - Oct
é ~350 volunteer monitors, 250+ sites
é 180+ waterbodies
é 2 staff, 4 students

m Salt Water
Hm Rivers & Streams
m Lakes & Ponds
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URI Watershed Watch: Essential Ingredients

¢ science-based

& _bottom-up approach

¢ involve concerned citizens & orgs.

¢ educational, not regulatory
—long term data source

—



Combination of Field & Lab

Field monitoring Laboratory
e g e Water clarity e pH & alkalinity
4 =l Temperature » Bacteria

—~= o Chlorophyll — Enterococci

e Diss. Oxygen — Fecal coliform
o e Nutrients

g |- State-certified lab since 2005



1/3 meter i

Hose clamp

Primer bulb

Hose clamp

1 meter |

Latex tubing

* Float

Latex tubing

1 meter

What we provide

unteer recruitment
unteer coordination

unteer training

Georgiavite Pond Multi-year Summary
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— .y Years Volunteered with

URI Watershed Watch
(2014)

1 80 - 69

D # of volunteers

100 -

40 42

19
20 14

7
1

>25 2125 1620 11-15 610 45 <4
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Volunteer Water
Quality Momtormg




